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NAMING PLUTO (13 min, U.K)

This is the story of Venetia Burney Phair, the only person alive to have ever named a planet. As an
eleven-year old Oxford schoolgirl in March 1930, she came up with the suggestion for the name

of the newly discovered Planet X over a family breakfast, making a unique contribution to scientific
history. On August 24, 2006, Venetia witnesses another moment in Pluto’s life when the International
Astronomical Union formally downgrades Pluto to a dwarf planet, splitting the scientific community and
undoing seventy years of learning for millions of children around the world.
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