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OPENING NIGHT of the 14th Annual UNAFF 
(United Nations Association Film Festival) 
Kicks Off With the Theme: EDUCATION IS A HUMAN RIGHT 

with the screenings of two World Premieres  

Palo Alto, CA​​—The 14th Annual UNAFF (United Nations Association Film Festival) will begin Friday, October 21 in historic downtown Palo Alto at the Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson Street with two WORLD PREMIERES, one from Africa and one from Asia.
The first evening of the festival starts with the WORLD PREMIERE of THE THING THAT HAPPENED (Uganda/USA), a film that beautifully highlights this year’s theme as it profiles the Hope North Secondary and Vocational School in northern Uganda and the school’s struggle to provide a home and an education for children displaced by the civil war between the Lord’s Resistance Army and the Uganda People’s Defense Forces. The students are a mix of former child soldiers, orphans and the abjectly poor. Mitigating the horrific effects of the war and focusing them on their future is a monumental task. Filmmakers present

Opening Night continues with the presentation of PINK SARIS (India), which offers an unflinching but often amusing look at a group of unlikely activists in India and their charismatic leader, Sampat Pal. This complex protagonist, like many others, was married as a young girl into a family that made her work hard and beat her often. But unusually, she fought back, leaving her in-laws and eventually becoming famous as a champion for beleaguered women throughout Uttar Pradesh, many of who find their way to her doorstep.

Opening Night will close with one more WORLD PREMIERE representing Asia: ONCE UPON A ROOFTOP (China) rounds out this important evening of film with a stunning visual portrait of the families who live on the rooftops of mid-rises in Hong Kong. The inhabitants have no rights in terms of ownership or tenancy and yet are allowed to have water, gas, electricity and even postal addresses by the government. Clinging onto this no-man’s land, the residents’ best hope to escape their grinding poverty is to ensure that their children are mainstreamed into Hong Kong’s educational system. Filmmaker present

The Opening Night is generously supported by FACT Foundation and the reception is sponsored by Junnoon. The City of Palo Alto Mayor Sid Espinosa will deliver opening remarks.

For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
