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14th Annual UNAFF Continues with Day Six of Programming at Stanford’s Medical School and the Balboa Theatre in San Francisco on WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26
Korean twins cope with their deafness and culture shock after immigrating to the US. A New Jersey woman struggles to disclose her HIV status to the father of her daughter. Twin sisters battle with the fatal genetic disease cystic fibrosis and miraculously survive double lung transplants. A group of Indonesians bravely reveal their experiences as forced “comfort women” during World War II. A community fights to preserve a natural habitat for endangered species of butterflies in the middle of a bustling metropolis. These are just a sample of the inspiring and moving stories that will be screened on Day Six of UNAFF.
These films will be screened at Stanford Medical School, Li Ka Shing Center Building, 291 Campus Drive 

MAKING NOISE IN SILENCE

(19 minutes) South Korea/USA

Director/Producer: Mina T. Son

Making Noise in Silence explores the richness and complexities of deaf culture from the perspective of two Korean high school students who attend the California School for the Deaf in Fremont. Born and raised in South Korea, Jeongin Mun and Min Wook Cho have strong ties to their Korean heritage and learned Korean as their first language. However, what separates Jeongin and Min Wook from most children of immigrant families is that they are also deaf. When their families moved to the United States, their deafness automatically put them into an entirely separate cultural group with its own language, customs, and history. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 5:00PM

RESTORING THE LIGHT
(55 minutes) China

Director/Producer: Carol Liu

Restoring the Light is a documentary about the spirit of resilience and hope of several rural families in China including: a young woman who, despite of a debilitating bone infection, manages to pursue her dream to attend university and become an artist; her grandmother, who has lived in a cave dwelling for over sixty years and who still toils in the field even though she has lost her vision to cataracts; a young boy who wants to become a truck driver and maintains optimism in spite of his blindness; and a doctor who gives up his home in order to run a mobile clinic for the underserved. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 5:30PM

6:30PM Panel “The Fight for Health – Global and Local” (FREE Admission)
co-presented with Physicians for Human Rights Student Group 
HOW DO YOU TELL SOMEBODY THAT YOU’RE HIV+?

(14 minutes) USA

Director/Producer: Hima B.

How Do You Tell Somebody That You’re HIV+? follows a day in the life of Haneefa, a young African American woman from New Jersey, as she struggles to disclose her HIV+ status to the father of her daughter. As Haneefa travels to refill her AIDS medication, she reflects on how her quality of life is sustained through Medicaid, a free healthcare program for low-income individuals. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 7:45PM

THE POWER OF TWO

(94 minutes) USA

Director: Marc Smolowitz

Producers: Marc Smolowitz, Andrew Byrnes

Inspired by their 2007 memoir, The Power of Two offers an intimate portrayal of the bond between half-Japanese twin sisters Anabel Stenzel and Isabel Stenzel Byrnes, their battle with the fatal genetic disease cystic fibrosis and miraculous survival through double lung transplants. Defying all odds, Ana and Isa have emerged as authors, athletes and global advocates for organ donation, and their connection to the CF and transplant communities provides rare insight into the struggles—and overlooked joys—of chronic illness. Filmmakers present
SCREENING AT 8:10PM

These films will screen at the Balboa Theatre, 3630 Balboa Street, San Francisco

BECAUSE WE WERE BEAUTIFUL

(61 minutes)  Indonesia/Netherlands

Director/Producer: Frank van Osch

Filmmaker Frank van Osch, together with photographer Jan Banning and journalist Hilde Janssen, traveled through Indonesia searching for former “comfort women.” During World War II these “comfort women” were forced to carry out sexual activities in military brothels, encampments and Japanese barracks. To this day this is an unread page in history for many people and these women deserve to be heard, while it is still possible. 

SCREENING AT 5:15PM

PARADISE HOTEL

(54 minutes) Bulgaria

Director: Sophia Tzavella

Producer: Martichka Bozhilova

The young Demir dreams of a wedding, but his Roma tower block at the outskirts of a provincial town in Bulgaria is no place for romance. Twenty-five years ago it had all it needed to be a socialist heaven from parquet floors, an intercom, coveted hot water, and street lamps to benches under blossoming apple trees. Someone called the place “Paradise Hotel”––and the name stuck. But over the years the block gradually changed. The parquet disappeared. The water stopped. The lights went off. But each of the 1,500 inhabitants has a plan for how to get back the dream of paradise lost. 

SCREENING AT 6:45PM

FORERUNNERS

(52 minutes)  South Africa/UK

Director: Simon Wood

Forerunners soulfully explores what it means to be black and middle class in South Africa today. At the frontier of unprecedented social change, Miranda, Mpumi, Martin and Karabo are part of the first generation of black South Africans to rise from poverty and join the country’s “middle class.” The internal conflicts facing the characters are emphasized using carefully composed imagery of rural and urban, rich and poor. Weaving through these images the film suggests the elastic push and pull of a society in a state of flux, struggling to forge a new identity. Will the values they have inherited become irrelevant in 21st century Africa? Or can their heritage become a propelling force of strength with which to face the challenges to come?

SCREENING AT 8:00PM

BUTTERFLIES AND BULLDOZERS

(62 minutes) USA

Directors/Producers: Ann Dunsky, Steve Dunsky

San Bruno Mountain is the largest intact fragment of wild San Francisco. For fifty years, many people have fought to protect the mountain and its rare butterflies. The fight resulted in a significant change to the federal policy on endangered species, and in the process, turned allies into enemies. Told with humor and insight from those involved with the battles, this is a tale of right versus right. It is also a story about the rights of nature and the rights of people, one of compromise and commitment, and one about the difficult choices we all have to make. Filmmakers present
SCREENING AT 9:15PM
For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
