[image: image1.jpg]Education 1 San Franmsco » Stanford University
" nternational Doctmentary Film Festwal : “‘www.una cat '9‘* .

UN A Q ti " 4th Ynited Natlons Association (Film Festlwt
1 2011 Palo Alto
KRS | T SR





Media Contact:

Amanda Howell

amanda@unaff.org
650.724.5544

September 21, 2011

UNAFF & Kids Day

Free Admission Sponsored by Academy Foundation and Whole Foods

Screenings to be held in Palo Alto’s Aquarius Theatre on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23

We are so proud that the annual UNAFF & Kids Program received this year the prestigious Academy Foundation Grant provided by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. Here is what Academy Festival Grants Committee Chair Buffy Shutt said:
”We're delighted to include the United Nations Association Film Festival on the short list of festivals receiving grants in this thirteenth year of the Academy's Festival Grants Program. Our underlying purpose is assisting festivals such as yours to engage diverse audiences and to encourage filmmakers, particularly those for whom a festival showing is a much needed opportunity for exposure to and feedback from those diverse audiences. The Festival Grants Committee is excited to be supporting the festival's UNAFF and Kids program."
The third annual presentation of the UNAFF & Kids Program will take place on Sunday, October 23rd, continuing the UNAFF mission to promote social change through education. The day will begin with a series of films specifically tailored for a younger audience (elementary school level) featuring stories about a camel that delivers books to children in rural Kenya, a fourth grade class’ restoration of a creek side habitat in California, and more. After the screenings, parents and kids are invited to participate in a special event outside the theatre with music, food and games inspired by the films.

RAMANA’S GARDEN

(11 minutes) India

Director: Charles Annenberg Weingarten
Producer: Tom Pollak

India is a land of startling contrasts and inequality. At Ramana’s Garden, Dr. Dwabha is working to give a future to children who would otherwise be without one.

SCREENING AT 11:00AM

CARAVAN OF THE BOOKS—KENYA’S MOBILE CAMEL LIBRARY

(50 minutes) Kenya

Director/Producer: Herbert Ostwald

A library on four legs—the world’s only existing camel library is located in Northern Kenya. In villages marked by houses of mud and dung the nomadic Muslim tribes who live there await these tenacious desert ships. Under the shade of acacia trees, the children excitedly turn the pages of schoolbooks, novels and comics. Mainly for young girls it is the only source of education in the traditional world of the Somali tribe. SCREENING AT 11:20AM

A SIMPLE QUESTION—THE STORY OF STRAW

(35 minutes) USA

Directors/Producers: David Donnenfield, Kevin White

A Simple Question is the story of the STRAW project—Students and Teachers Restoring a Watershed. This thirty-minute film recounts how an inspired teacher and her fourth grade class took up the challenge of saving the endangered California freshwater shrimp living in streams on private land. Sixteen years later, the original class project is now a beloved, award-winning regional program that has involved thousands of kids, classroom teachers, numerous landowners, scientists, and government agencies in a community-based effort that to date has restored almost twenty miles of streamside habitat. Filmmakers present
SCREENING AT 11:30AM

DREAMING NICARAGUA

(60 minutes) Nicaragua/Spain/USA

Director: Marcelo Bukin
Producers: Marcelo Bukin, Amy Lo

Dreaming Nicaragua is a sensitive portrayal of four children living in extreme poverty in Nicaragua. The film takes us beyond their hardships and gives voice to the children, who are surprisingly funny, hopeful and optimistic. A traveling art teacher provides a safe arena for our four unlikely protagonists to express their innermost thoughts. When painting, the children momentarily escape the stresses of their reality into a world of dreams and ideas, a stark contrast to their lives outside: a vicious cycle of hunger, child labor and violence. Filmmakers present
SCREENING AT 12:15PM

For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
