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After Sunday’s matinee for kids UNAFF continues the program on October 22nd at the Aquarius Theatre with stories about the film industry in Iran and the former Yugoslavia with never-before-seen archives from film sets. The films recreate the narratives of these countries—the stories told on screen and the ones hidden behind it.
ZIMBABWE’S FORGOTTEN CHILDREN

(90 minutes) Zimbabwe

Director: Jezza Neumann

Producer: Xoliswa Sithole

Zimbabwe’s Forgotten Children tells the story of three children trying to survive in Robert Mugabe’s Zimbabwe, a country that was once the jewel of Africa but where the infrastructure is now in terminal collapse. Grace, Esther and Obert show us how they not only struggle to put food in their mouths, but also desperately seek the money they need to pay next term’s school fees. 

SCREENING AT 2:00PM
CHILL OUT

(28 minutes) Serbia

Director: Olivera Milos Todorovic

Producer: Miodrag Milosevic

Tracing the thoughts of three seventeen-year-old girls and their authentic environment, the film builds a story about the adolescent drama of growing up in a society that promotes aggression, alienation, profanity, hopelessness and social autism. Adopting as its title the term Chill Out, the film embodies the prevailing attitude of the new generation bred on a mix of Grand Production and MTV and seeks the answer to the question: What are current generations like and whose merit are they?

SCREENING AT 3:45PM
CINEMA KOMUNISTO

(101 minutes) Serbia

Director: Mila Turajlic

Producer: Mila Turajlic, Dragan Pesikan

Cinema Komunisto takes us on a journey through the crumbling remains of President Tito’s film industry exploring the rise and fall of the cinematic illusion called Yugoslavia. Using rare footage from dozens of forgotten Yugoslav films, as well as never-seen-before archives from film sets and Tito’s private screenings, the documentary recreates the narrative of a country—the stories told on screen and the ones hidden behind it. SCREENING AT 4:15PM
IRAN: A CINEMATOGRAPHIC REVOLUTION

(98 minutes) Iran

Director/Producer: Nader Tamil Homayoun

Today Iranian cinema is one of the most highly regarded national cinemas in the world, regularly winning festival awards and critical acclaim for its films. Iran: A Cinematographic Revolution traces the development of this film industry, which has always been closely intertwined with the country’s tumultuous political history. The documentary chronicles how Iranian films reflected contemporaneous society and often presaged social change.
SCREENING AT 6:30PM
BIG SISTER PUNAM

(51 minutes) Nepal/Serbia

Directors/Producers: Lucian Muntean, Natasa Muntean

In 2005, Punam Tamang is nine and living in the Nepalese city of Bhaktapur. Big Sister Punam follows the hard life of this young girl, whose mother died when she was only five, leaving her with her father, her newborn sister Rabina and her two-year-old brother Krishna. For Punam, hope is symbolized by the local five-grade primary school. Punam’s friends have their own challenges, and some do not have enough money to afford the school fee. Instead of studying, these children must work under difficult conditions at a stone quarry or brick-making factory to help their families get by. Four years later, life has changed for Punam, who is now thirteen.

SCREENING AT 8:30PM
A MAO E A LUVA – THE STORY OF A BOOK TRAFFICKER

(66 minutes) Brazil/Italy

Director: Roberto Orazi

Producer: Riccardo Neri

The film takes place in one of the poorest and most needy areas in the city of Recife, the Pina favela in Northeast Brazil. The film presents the story of thirty-five-year-old Ricardo Gomes Ferraz, better known as Kcal, a poet and musician, who has turned his house, a lake dwelling suspended over the water, into a library for the children of his community. Sacrificing his few resources for over fifteen years, he has bought second-hand books in dozens of different places all over the city. The library has become a meeting place for hundreds of children and adults, a place where dreaming is not forbidden, where imagination can fly to places very different from the favela in which they live.

SCREENING AT 9:45PM
For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
