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14th Annual UNAFF (United Nations Association Film Festival)

to Screen 70 Documentaries dealing with topics from 70 Countries with more timely stories than ever: child labor and human trafficking, religion and terrorism, nuclear energy and public health, the price of war, freedom of the press,  living in a world that values and promotes happiness and well-being and can teachers afford to keep on teaching.

The theme for the 14th UNAFF is EDUCATION IS A HUMAN RIGHT. 
Screenings, events and panels will be held for 10 days from October 21-30 at 11 different locations in Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, San Francisco and Stanford University. 
In honor of this year's theme, we would like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the teachers and students in our community by providing them FREE admission to all screenings.
Palo Alto, CA - UNAFF (United Nations Association Film Festival) celebrates its 14th year with an eclectic and inspiring program that highlights the importance of education in today’s world and the struggles that many face in accessing it, as well as other pressing and relevant topics such as freedom of the press, the rise of food-related health issues, and the pros and cons of document leaking. As one of the oldest solely documentary film festivals in the US, established in 1998 honoring the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UNAFF prides itself in providing a forum for discovery and dialogue about different cultures and solutions. 

Opening Night screenings in the historic Aquarius Theatre present the world in brief with films from Africa, India and China. It begins with the WORLD Premiere of THE THING THAT HAPPENED (Uganda/USA), the story about the education for child soldiers displaced by the war between the Lord’s Resistance Army and Uganda People’s Defense Forces. PINK SARIS (India) follows, offering an unflinching but often amusing look at an unlikely group of political activists and their charismatic leader, Sampat Pal, who escaped an abusive marriage to become a champion for beleaguered women. The WORLD Premiere of ONCE UPON A ROOFTOP (China) rounds out the evening with a captivating visual portrait of the families and individuals who live on the rooftops of mid-rises in Hong Kong in order to ensure that their children are mainstreamed into Hong Kong’s educational system. 

Before the screenings the Opening Night Party will be held at Junnoon, one of the best Bay Area restaurants by Zagat, in downtown Palo Alto and special performance by international recording artist, Mira Veda. The City of Palo Alto, Mayor Sid Espinosa will deliver opening words with all invited filmmakers and celebrities.

Saturday, October 22 continues at the Aquarius Theater with the presentation of RACHEL (Belgium/France/Israel/Palestine/USA) juxtaposed with BETWEEN TWO WORLDS (Israel/Palestine/USA). RACHEL is a startlingly rigorous, controversial and fascinating investigative film that examines the death of peace activist Rachel Corrie, who was crushed by an Israeli bulldozer in the Gaza Strip in 2003. BETWEEN TWO WORLDS is a personal essay film telling five riveting stories that go beyond political postures to reveal the passionate debates over identity and generational change in today’s American Jewish community.

The highly regarded UNAFF & KIDS Program, which received this year the prestigious Academy Foundation grant, will have its third annual presentation on Sunday, October 23 with CARAVAN OF THE BOOKS - KENYA’S MOBILE CAMEL LIBRARY (Kenya) about the remote villages of northern Kenya where children rely on a group of tenacious camels to deliver books to them. The screenings will be accompanied by games and activities that highlight the themes of the day.

“In 2000, 110 million children in the world were not in school—two thirds of them were girls.” This startling fact is presented and examined in detail in TO EDUCATE A GIRL (Nepal/Uganda), which screens Monday, October 24. The film offers a compelling look at the lives of young women who are striving to achieve their dreams in the face of conflict, poverty and gender bias. Also not to be missed, from the Academy Award-nominated director Roko Belic, HAPPY (Bhutan/Brazil/Denmark/India/Japan/Namibia/ USA) takes us from the bayous of Louisiana to the deserts of Namibia to explore the secrets of our most valued emotion. 

Continuing to promote the theme “Education is Human Right,” UNAFF in Schools, which began in 2005, takes place on Tuesday, October 25 with screenings at Stanford, Palo Alto High School, Eastside College Preparatory School and the Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula. Among the fascinating films that will screen throughout the day of this seven-year-old UNAFF program is AMERICAN TEACHER (USA), narrated by Matt Damon, film chronicles the stories of four teachers who live and work in disparate urban and rural areas of the country and delves into the deeper issues facing the teaching profession in America today. ORIGINAL MINDS (USA) highlights one of these issues in particular—a one-size-fits-all educational system that often leaves kids with learning disabilities suffering from lack of self-esteem. 

UNAFF arrives in San Francisco on Wednesday, October 26 at the Balboa Theater with the presentation of the homegrown story BUTTERFLIES AND BULLDOZERS (USA) about San Bruno Mountain, the largest intact fragment of wild San Francisco and the people who have fought to protect the mountain and its rare butterflies. 

For the second year in a row UNAFF is pleased to screen films at the Cantor Museum, beginning on Thursday, October 27. One of the day’s highlights includes this year’s Academy Award-nominated film WASTE LAND (Brazil/UK/USA). Filmed over nearly three years it follows renowned artist Vik Muniz as he journeys from his home base in Brooklyn to his native Brazil and the world’s largest garbage dump, Jardim Gramacho, located on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. 

Friday, October 28 is characterized by the themes of war and peace. 
HOW TO START A REVOLUTION (China/Egypt/Georgia/Iran/Korea/Serbia/Syria/UK/ Ukraine/USA/Venezuela) reveals the remarkable story of the modern revolution, the power of people to change the world and man behind it all—83-year-old professor Gene Sharp. WEAPON OF WAR (Netherlands/Congo) journeys to the heart of the ongoing mass rape crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo where we meet its perpetrators. In addition, PROSECUTOR (Canada/Chad/Congo/ Netherlands/Sudan/Uganda/USA) follows the Chief Prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, through the first trials of the newly-formed International Criminal Court as he investigates some of the world’s worst criminals for the some of the world’s worst crimes.

Topics covered on Saturday, October 29 run the gamut from how to make healthy food choices to the interplay of religion and sports. MISTURA: THE POWER OF FOOD (Peru) and LUNCH (USA) will screen at the Cantor Museum in the morning, followed by screenings at Stanford’s Annenberg Auditorium and concluding with the WORLD Premiere of FORDSON: FAITH, FASTING AND FOOTBALL (USA), which follows a high school football team from Dearborn, Michigan as it prepares for its rivalry game during the last ten days of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

The 14th UNAFF concludes with a bang Sunday, October 30 at Cubberley Auditorium on Stanford’s campus. In the face of the international expansion of civil and military nuclear energy, ATOMIC ALERT (France/Japan/Pakistan /Russia/USA) gives a thorough understanding of the strategic issues linked to nuclear energy and its risks on an international level. Immediately following, ATOMIC MOM (Japan/USA) weaves the stories of Pauline Silvia, the only female scientist present during atomic detonations in the Nevada desert, and Emiko Okada, a Hiroshima survivor trying to resolve her own history in Japan. Pauline Silvia’s whistle-blowing efforts are echoed in the final film of the festival, WIKIREBELS (Sweden), which provides an intimate and captivating portrait of Julian Assange and the infamous development of WikiLeaks. 
The Closing Night Party is sponsored by Douce France and Hobee’s and will feature a performance by the Potential Jazz Ensemble.

UNAFF is committed to not only presenting films but also creating spaces where audience members can engage in ongoing dialogue about the topics at hand. As a result, throughout the festival UNAFF headquarters will be held at the 3rd Door in downtown Palo Alto and will serve as a meeting place for filmmakers and viewers alike.
In addition, seven panel discussions will be held throughout the course of the week and admission is FREE. Topics include:

Monday, October 24
4:30 PM: Reception with the filmmakers

6:30 PM Panel: “Can You Teach Happiness?”
AOL-PATCH

395 Page Mill Road

Tuesday, October 25
6:00 PM Panel: “Teachers’ Pay as a Factor in Education Quality”

6:45 PM: Reception with the filmmakers

Stanford University, Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies

Encina Hall, 616 Serra Street

Tuesday, October 25
8:15 PM Panel: “Playing in Virtual and Real Worlds”
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Peninsula

2031 Pulgas Avenue

Wednesday, October 26
6:30 PM Panel: “The Fight for Health - Global and Local”

Stanford University, Stanford Medical School (Li Ka Shing Center Building)

291 Campus Drive

Thursday, October 27
6:30 PM Panel: “The Capacity of Art to Transform and Educate”

Stanford University, Cantor Museum

328 Lomita Drive

Friday, October 28
5:15 PM Panel: “Studying or Working: A Young Person’s Dilemma”

6:30 PM: Reception with the filmmakers

Stanford University, Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies

Encina Hall, 616 Serra Street

Saturday, October 29
12:40 PM Panel: “The Art of Eating Healthy”
Stanford University, Cantor Museum

328 Lomita Drive

For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
The award winning UNAFF (the United Nations Association Film Festival) held annually in October at Stanford, Palo Alto, East Palo Alto and San Francisco, now in its 14th year has grown to be one of the oldest and most respected documentary film festivals in the United States.  MovieMaker Magazine listed UNAFF as one of the Top 25 festivals worth the entry fee. UNAFF was originally conceived to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It was founded by Stanford educator and film critic Jasmina Bojic with the participation of the Stanford Film Society and the UNA Midpeninsula Chapter.
