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Day Seven of the 14th Annual UNAFF Features Screenings at Cantor Museum with the Presentation of this Year’s Academy Nominated Documentary WASTE LAND and the Special Screening in Palo Alto High School on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
For the second year in a row UNAFF is pleased to present films at Stanford University’s Cantor Museum, which provides a perfect setting for a series of films about art, creativity, the ability to transform trash into beauty and the resilience of the human spirit. 
Palo Alto High School serves as the backdrop for a story about teenage actors in Chicago’s Albany Park Theater Project as they use the stage to re-imagine their lives. It examines roles art plays in the lives of individuals and communities.
These films will be screened at Cantor Museum, 328 Lomita Drive

KENYA MAASAI: THE RACE TO PRESERVE THE PAST

(15 minutes) Kenya

Director: UN News and Media Division

Producer: Andi Gitow

Their centuries old culture is at risk of disappearing. They are the Maasai in Kenya. Now two of their own are in a race against time to preserve their heritage. We join them on their journey deep inside this fascinating world. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 5:00PM

THE POWER OF ART: WOMEN’S VOICES IN AFRICA

(52 minutes) Algeria/Benin/Burkina Faso/Egypt/Mali/Morocco/Nigeria/Senegal/South Africa

Director/Producer: Claudine Pommier

Culture is no longer a static body of knowledge, values, practices and expressions shared and passed on by a community.  It is a dynamic reality. The Power of Art: Women’s Voices in Africa explores how contemporary African women who choose to be professional artists claim their position, and deal with the stereotypes associated with being an African and a woman. The film also focuses on the role professional artists may play in addressing the challenges women are faced with on the African continent. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 5:30PM

6:30PM Panel “The Capacity of Art to Transform and Educate” (FREE Admission)

WASTE LAND

(99 minutes) Brazil/UK/USA

Directors: Lucy Walker, Karen Harley, João Jardim

Producers: Angus Aynsley, Hank Levine

Filmed over nearly three years, Waste Land follows renowned artist Vik Muniz as he journeys from his home base in Brooklyn to his native Brazil and the world’s largest garbage dump, Jardim Gramacho, located on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. There he photographs an eclectic band of catadores—self-designated pickers of recyclable materials. Muniz’s initial objective was to “paint” the catadores with garbage. However, his collaboration with these inspiring characters as they recreate photographic images of themselves out of garbage reveals both the dignity and despair of the catadores as they begin to re-imagine their lives. The filmmakers had exceptional access to the entire process and, in the end, offer stirring evidence of the transformative power of art and the alchemy of the human spirit.

SCREENING AT 8:00PM

This film will be screened at Palo Alto High School, 50 Embarcadero Road

TRUST: SECOND ACTS IN YOUNG LIVES

(78 minutes) Honduras/USA

Director: Nancy Kelly

Producers: Nancy Kelly, Kenji Yamamoto

Moving, intimate, and celebratory, TRUST: Second Acts in Young Lives follows the teenage actors of Chicago’s Albany Park Theater Project as they transform through courage, storytelling and community. TRUST begins in a small theater as a group of teenage actors receive a standing ovation. The film then takes us back to the beginning, when Marlin, an 18-year-old Hondureña shares a little bit about her childhood with the company. It is a traumatic story. Amazing things unfold as the young actors make the story into a daring, original play. TRUST is about creativity and the unexpected resources inside people who are often discounted because they are poor, young, or of color.   TRUST is the third in a documentary trilogy by Marin filmmakers Nancy Kelly and Kenji Yamamoto about the unexpected roles art plays in the lives of individuals and communities. Filmmakers present
SCREENING AT 7:00PM
For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
