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Day Two of the 14th UNAFF on Saturday, October 22nd continues at the Aquarius Theatre in Palo Alto with stories about “gypsy” children in Transylvania working towards desegregation, conscientious objector William Stafford and his eloquent reflections about war and mankind, a peace activist in the Gaza Strip, the passionate debates over identity and generational change inside today’s American Jewish community, the laborers behind-the-scenes in Dubai, the tradition of Islamic education in Senegal and a former Burmese soldier who battled from both sides.
OUR SCHOOL

(94 minutes) Romania

Directors: Mona Nicoara, Miruna Coca-Cozma
Producers: Mona Nicoara, Miruna Coca-Cozma, Julie Goldman

Three Roma (“Gypsy”) children from a small Transylvanian town participate in a project to desegregate the local school, struggling against indifference, tradition and bigotry with humor, optimism and sass. Our School is a captivating, infuriating, yet often funny story about hope and race.

Screening at 12:00PM
EVERY WAR HAS TWO LOSERS

(30 minutes) USA

Director/Producer: Haydn Reiss

Every War Has Two Losers is based on the journals of William Stafford, a conscientious objector in World War II and National Book Award winner. Despite being told that war is inevitable, Stafford disagreed. He saw war as a choice—a human choice—and only one of the ways nations can respond to conflict. Using Stafford’s eloquent poetry and prose, the film invites the viewer to reflect on their own ideas regarding war and how individual witness can contribute to a more peaceful world. Filmmaker present
Screening at 1:50PM
RACHEL

(100 minutes) Belgium/France/Israel/Palestine/USA

Director: Simone Bitton

Producers: Thierry Lenouve, Arte France Cinema

Rachel is a startlingly rigorous, controversial, fascinating and deeply moving investigatory documentary that examines the death of peace activist and International Solidarity Movement (ISM) member Rachel Corrie, who was crushed by an Israeli army bulldozer in the Gaza Strip in 2003. A few weeks after her little-reported death, an inquiry by Israeli military police concluded that Corrie died in an accident. Simone Bitton, an award-winning documentary filmmaker who is a citizen of both France and Israel, has crafted a dispassionate but devastating essay investigating the circumstances of Rachel Corrie’s death—including astounding eyewitness testimony from activists, soldiers, Israeli Defense Force army spokespersons and physicians, as well as insights from Corrie’s parents, mentors and diaries.

Screening at 2:40PM

BETWEEN TWO WORLDS

(70 minutes) Israel/Palestine/USA

Directors/Producers: Alan Snitow, Deborah Kaufman

Between Two Worlds is a personal essay film telling five riveting stories that go beyond political postures to reveal the passionate debates over identity and generational change inside today’s American Jewish community. The film explores why American Jews have been on the left of the political spectrum and weigh in on whether it’s intrinsic in Judaism itself or explained by historical circumstances. Israeli politics divide Jews in America and in Israel. A younger generation of American Jews raised with liberal values is alienated by Israel’s occupation of Palestinian lands. What happens when Jews are torn between their support for the state of Israel and their anger at Israel’s violation of basic American Jewish ideals? Filmmakers present
SCREENING AT 4:30PM

DUBAI: A CITY OF DREAMS

(52 minutes) UAE

Director/Producer: Robert Tutak

Dubai: A City of Dreams investigates the high human cost behind Sheikh Mohammad's ever-increasing efforts to fulfill his dream of transforming what was once a sleepy fishing village into the ultimate 21st century destination. Excess and extravagance have become synonymous with Dubai in the modern world and have put the Arab Emirates on the map as a vacation spot for the world's wealthy elite. However, hidden away from the tourists, underneath the huge skyscrapers and luxurious hotels, lies the reality no one wants to acknowledge. Men who work twelve to sixteen hour shifts in often over 100 degree temperatures, make less than a dollar a day and live in slum-like gated labor camps. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 7:15PM
TALIBE—THE LEAST FAVORED CHILDREN OF SENEGAL

(59 minutes) Senegal

Director/Producer: Daniela Kon

The important tradition of Islamic education in Senegal has been left to develop in disturbingly perverted ways. Five thousand Koranic students called Talibes, young boys between four and fifteen-years-old, are subjected to exploitation in conditions akin to slavery. They are forced to beg on the streets by their Koranic schoolteachers and suffer severe physical abuse and neglect. Following the staff of local grassroots NGO La Masion de la Gare during their daily efforts to find solutions for the terrible conditions the boys are subjected to, the documentary sets out on a poetic exploration of the nature and circumstances that breed and prolong the suffering of these children. Filmmaker present
SCREENING AT 8:40PM
BURMA SOLDIER

(70 minutes) Burma/Ireland/Thailand/USA

Directors: Nic Dunlop, Annie Sundberg, Ricki Stern

Producers: Julie leBrocquy, Annie Sundberg

Myo Myint Cho joined the Burmese Army at the age of seventeen for the same reason many other Burmese men did: to find security, respect and gainful employment. Before losing a limb to a land mine, he supported the brutal military regime that had run the country for more than forty-five years. After his injury, he began an awakening that led him to join the pro-democracy movement. Combining interviews, archival footage and still photographs, much of it smuggled out of the country under great duress, Burma Soldier traces the history of Burma from 1948, when the country gained independence from Britain, showing how it became the nation it is today.

SCREENING AT 9:50PM 
For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org or call 650-724-5544.
