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Environmental Issues Move to the Front in Day Seven of 11th Annual 
United Nations International Film Festival

Palo Alto, California—One of the strongest programs in the 11th Annual United Nations International Film Festival will take place on Saturday, October 25, 2008 at Stanford University, Annenberg Auditorium (Cummings Art Building)

The theme of this year’s Festival is “Blue Planet/Green Planet” and it hits home presenting the scenes never seen before from Hurricane Katrina, how to buy food from local small farms, from our light switches at home to the sources of our energy, examining social and environmental consequences such as global warming, mountain top removal, air pollution, childhood asthma and mercury contamination. Also, learn about “eco-effectiveness” and how utilizing completely non-toxic and sustainable-production methods, has been adapted by major corporations designing for eco-safety.
ONE OF THE LAST

(12 minutes) Italy/USA
Director: Paul Zinder
 Mauro is seventy-eight, raises livestock, and works the fields on his old-guard farm. Framed by the beauty of the Italian landscape Mauro offers anecdotes and advice, proving himself a wise and profound man of the earth. He loves his life and his land. Why would anyone want anything more?

(Screening at 11:00 am) Co- presented with Italian Cultural Center
GOOD FOOD
(72 minutes) USA
Directors: Melissa Young, Mark Dworkin
Something remarkable is happening in the fields and orchards of the Pacific Northwest. After leaving the land for decades, family farmers are making a comeback. They are growing much healthier food, and lots more food per acre, while using less energy and water than factory farms. And most of this food is organic. (Screening at 11:20 am) Filmmakers Present.
GARBAGE, THE REVOLUTION STARTS AT HOME
(76 minutes) Canada/USA
Director: Andrew Nisker

GARBAGE, THE REVOLUTION STARTS AT HOME is a feature documentary about how the family household has become one of the most ferocious environmental predators of our time. Concerned for the future of his new baby boy Sebastian, filmmaker Andrew Nisker takes an average urban family, the McDonalds, and asks them to keep every scrap of garbage that they create for three months. He then takes them on a journey to find out where it all goes and what it’s doing to the world. (Screening at 12:45 pm) Filmmakers Present.
KILOWATT OURS

(55 minutes) USA
Director: Jeff Barrie

Vice President Dick Cheney, in his well-known energy policy speech of April 30, 2001, claimed that America must build 1900 new power plants by 2020. That is one new power plant per week for the next two decades in order to meet projected electricity demands. KILOWATT OURS challenges this assertion by presenting an alternative based on conservation and renewable power. The film reveals the underreported side effects resulting from America’s voracious appetite for coal-generated electricity. (Screening at 2:10 pm) Filmmakers Present. 
WASTE = FOOD

(51 minutes)China/Germany/Switzerland/USA
Director: Rob van Hattum
The new theory of ecologically intelligent design argues that manufacturers’ products, when discarded, should either be completely recyclable in the Technosphere or become biodegradable food for the Biosphere. WASTE =FOOD explores this revolutionary “cradle to cradle” (as opposed to “cradle to grave”) concept through interviews with its leading proponents, American architect William McDonough and German ecological chemist Michael Braungart. (Screening at 3:20 pm)

Following the screening there will be a panel discussion with the filmmakers and the environmental experts at 4:30 PM Panel co-presented with Woods Institute “Waste=Food, From Awareness To Action” 
ALL IN THIS TEA
(70 minutes) China/USA
Director: Les Blank, Gina Leibrecht
ALL IN THIS TEA follows the world-renowned American tea importer, David Lee Hoffman, to some of the most remote regions of China in search of the finest handmade teas in the world. Not since Robert Fortune clandestinely made his way through the tea growing districts of China in 1843 to steal plants and seeds for the British Empire, has a westerner attempted to gain access to the hidden world of tea, where farmers have been making it for generations. (Screening at 5:45 pm) Filmmakers present.
TROUBLE THE WATER

(96 minutes) USA
Directors: Tia Lessin, Carl Deal
Winner of the Grand Jury Prize at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival, TROUBLE THE WATER tells the story of an aspiring rap artist and her streetwise husband trapped in New Orleans by deadly floodwaters, who survive the storm and then seize a chance for a new beginning. It’s a redemptive tale of self-described street hustlers who become heroes that takes you inside Hurricane Katrina in a way never before seen on screen.  (Screening at 8:00 pm) Filmmakers present.
SLIDING LIBERIA 
Directors/Producers: Britton Caillouette, Nicholai Lidow

SLIDING LIBERIA follows four young surfers as they travel through the war-torn West African nation of Liberia in search of perfect waves—a journey that soon becomes a quest for understanding. The surfers record the stories of Liberians they meet along the way, people such as Alfred, who became Liberia’s first surfer after finding a body board while fleeing from rebels. (Screening at 9:45 pm) Filmmakers present.
