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Women’s Issues Take Center Stage for Day Five of 11th Annual
United Nations Association Film Festival
Palo Alto, California—The Fist Female President in Africa - President of Liberia, an Afghani presidential candidate, an illegal immigrant from Bolivia and Sri Lankan guerrillas will all have their female voices heard as the 11th Annual United Nations Association Film Festival continues. Screenings will be held at Stanford University, Annenberg Auditorium (Cummings Art Building).

IRON LADIES OF LIBERIA

(77 minutes) Liberia/USA
Directors: Daniel Junge, Siatta Scott Johnson
After nearly two decades of brutal civil war, Liberia is a nation ready for change. On January 16, 2006, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was inaugurated as the country’s first elected female president and Africa’s first freely elected female head of state. Despite massive support both in Liberia and abroad, Johnson Sirleaf must not only find ways to reform a corrupt authoritarian government saddled by astronomical debts, but must also confront opponents loyal to former President Charles Taylor—all without alienating her voter base.  Filmmakers Present.
(Screening at 5:15 pm)
FRONT RUNNER

(90 minutes) Afghanistan/USA 
Director: Virginia Williams
“Vote for the mother” Dr. Massouda Jalal shouts to the crowd. Amidst death threats and bomb attacks, Jalal doggedly campaigns from the back of a taxi, in mosques, in homes, in busy markets and in the streets. Her courage shows that it’s the dangerous work done by ordinary Afghans—women and men—that will determine the fate of a newly born democracy. Frontrunner tells the heroic story of this medical doctor and mother of three.. Filmmakers Present. (Screening at 6:45 pm)
LA AMERICANA

(65 minutes) Bolivia/USA
Director: Nicholas Bruckman

LA AMERICANA is an intimate documentary following Carmen, an undocumented immigrant, on a journey from Bolivia to New York City and back, as she struggles to save the life of her ailing daughter.  Her unforgettable story is woven into the current immigration crisis in the United States, putting a human face on this timely and controversial issue. Filmmakers Present. (Screening at 8:30 pm)
MY DAUGHTER THE TERRORIST

(58 minutes) Sri Lanka/USA
Director: Beate Arnestad
This fascinating documentary is an exceedingly rare, inside look at an organization that most of the world has blacklisted as a terrorist group. Made by the first foreign film crew to be given access to the Tamil Tigers (LTTE) of Sri Lanka, the film offers insights into the recently re-ignited conflict in Sri Lanka. Twenty-four-year-olds Dharsika and Puhalchudar have been living and fighting side-by-side for seven years as part of LTTE’s elite force, the Black Tigers. Their story is told through cinema verité footage, newsreel footage, and interviews with the women and Dharsika’s mother. The women describe heartbreaking traumas they both experienced at the hands of the Sri Lankan army, which led them to join the guerrilla forces. (Screening at 9:50 pm)
