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11th Annual United Nations Association Film Festival to Screen Forty-One Documentaries from Over Forty Countries 
with more timely stories than ever – the death of an Afghan taxi driver, Bolivian immigrants, first female president in Africa, privatization of water in India, Hurricane Katrina, Arctic climate change, obesity in American schools,  China’s youth between capitalism and communism,  reconciliation between North and South Korea and The Beatles creative work with Cirque du Soleil

October 19-26, 2008 with Opening Night in Palo Alto on October 19, screenings in
San Francisco on October 20, East Palo Alto on October 21 and Stanford University October 22-26
Palo Alto, CA. -- Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 11th annual United Nations Association Film Festival (UNAFF) has chosen the theme BLUE PLANET, GREEN PLANET to reflect the myriad of problems we encounter living on our ‘Blue Planet’ and to seek awareness and solutions—through film—to better our lives and become a ‘Green Planet.’ As one of the oldest documentary film festivals in the United States, UNAFF has witnessed a decade of political, cultural and environmental changes. The world around us is a painful reminder of how vulnerable and interconnected we are in our exposure to unresolved problems. It is more important than ever to focus on dialogue and education about different cultures and issues based upon a strong belief in the same values for all people around the world. The first paragraph of its Preamble mentions that “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.” The 41 UNAFF films illustrate many of the 30 articles in the Declaration that define the rights of all citizens of the world. They are offering unique stories and viewpoints from more than forty diverse communities around the globe including: Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, China, Congo, Ecuador, India, Iraq, Pakistan, North Korea, the United States and Vietnam to name but a few.

From October 19-26, 2008, the films will be screened in various Bay Area locations: Palo Alto, Stanford University, East Palo Alto and San Francisco. The Festival kicks off with the thought provoking FLOW: For Love of Water (Bolivia/India/USA), which makes clear the resource whose scarcity most threatens our future isn’t oil—its water. FLOW, directed by Irena Salina, highlights the local intimacies of an emerging global catastrophe: African plumbers reconnect shantytown water pipes under cover of darkness to ensure a community’s survival; a Californian scientist forces awareness of shockingly toxic public water sources and a ‘Big Water’ CEO argues privatization is the wave of the future. FLOW ensures that the precarious relationship between humanity and water can no longer be ignored. 

The Festival continues with three world premieres including: BELONGING (Canada/USA), directed by Gerard Ungerman, IMMACULATE CONFESSION (USA), directed by Simone Grudzen, and LA AMERICANA (Bolivia/USA) directed by Nicholas Bruckman. 

BELONGING takes the viewer on a scientific and spiritual journey into humanity’s footprint on the Earth. A close look at some Inuit communities in the Canadian Arctic reveals that the global irresponsible abuse of fossil energies and polluting technologies bear many more consequences on people and the environment than simply climate change. IMMACULATE CONFESSION chronicles the extraordinary lives of Roman Catholic priests and nuns forced to make a choice between religious celibacy and romantic intimacy.  And LA AMERICANA, shot in a sweeping cinema-vérité narrative, follows Carmen, an undocumented immigrant, on a journey from Bolivia to New York City and back, as she struggles to save the life of her ailing daughter.  
The USA premiere of directors Francesco Conversano and Nene Grignaffini’s MEGALOPOLIS (Brazil/China/Egypt/Japan/Pakistan/USA), explores six of the world’s largest urban centers—Los Angeles, Sao Paulo, Cairo, Shenzhen, Karachi and Tokyo—and offers a complex look into the problems related to employment, pollution, crime, control, security, and tolerance in a world where wealth and poverty are increasing exponentially as the gap between social classes widens diametrically. Also, having its USA premiere is director Andrew Nisker’s provocative work GARBAGE! The Revolution Starts At Home (Canada/USA). Nisker takes an average urban family, the McDonalds, and asks them to keep every scrap of garbage that they create for three months. He then takes them on a journey to find out where it all goes and what it’s doing to the world. Everyday life under a microscope can be very revealing.
BELONGING and MEGALOPOLIS will join the director of SAN FRANCISCO: Still Wild at Heart (USA), Melissa Peabody, as part of the San Francisco screenings to be held on Monday, October 20 at the Roxie Cinema 3117 16th Street. The fantastic SAN FRANCISCO: Still Wild at Heart chronicles the return of coyotes to San Francisco’s city landscape.
Joining this years UNAFF impressive line up are director Alex Gibney’s Academy Award winning, TAXI TO THE DARK SIDE(Afghanistan/Iraq/USA,) a gripping investigation into the reckless abuse of power by the Bush Administration. And TROUBLE THE WATER (USA), which tells the story of an aspiring rap artist and her streetwise husband trapped in New Orleans by deadly floodwaters, who survive the storm and then seize a chance for a new beginning.  The documentary is co-produced by Danny Glover and won the Grand Jury Prize Award earlier this year at Sundance. 

The UNAFF Closing Night is the spectacular documentary ALL TOGETHER NOW (Canada/UK/USA) directed by Adrian Wills which details the story behind the unique partnership between The Beatles and Cirque du Soleil that resulted in the creation and launch of “Love,” the stage production at The Mirage in Las Vegas, a noble experiment—one in which both partners would agree to share creative control for the first time


UNAFF promotes documentary filmmaking as a tool for social and political understanding which facilitates community participation in effecting international change. By opening the Festival in a new downtown Palo Alto venue, UNAFF hopes to broaden the audience and initiate a meaningful community dialogue. To facilitate this dialogue, this year, in addition to screening films, UNAFF offers four panel discussions in collaboration with Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, the Stanford Institute for Creativity and the Arts, and Stanford’s Ward W. and Priscilla B. Woods Institute for the Environment, during which renowned experts will elucidate topics such as global warming, the impact of oil, children and nutrition, and education issues in China. Admission is free. 

For the full program and details visit www.unaff.org  or call 650-724-5544. 

